environmental benerits and governmental grants avallable 1or Apart Trom such tnancial savings, a-woodruel Industry in

installing renewable technologies. the Borders would mean a carbon neutral, clean and

The benefits of a new industry to the Borders economy renewable energy supply, better management of woodlands
(mostly in terms of new jobs) would need to be highlighted, and more sustainable habitats for wildlife and new jobs in
although fuel prices would have to be competitive to forestry management, harvesting, processing and the
persuade householders to install wood burners. A big hurdle installation and maintenance of boiler systems.
is that well-established firms outside the area are already The Borders Energy Farming Forum website is at
supplying cheap woodfuel and Borders suppliers would find it www.energyfarming.org.uk
difficutt to compete successfully.

However; great potential also exists for supplying large Annabel Cooper provides public relations for the Scottish Institute
amounts of woodfuel, potentially more than to the domestic of Sustainable Technology at Heriot-Watt University, Scotland.
market, for industrial or commercial heating, Large biomass- E-mail: a.cooper@hw.ac.uk
fired boilers can consume lower-quality woodfuel than Robin Duncan is a researcher at the institute.
domestic units, reducing the requirement for meeting E-mail: robin.duncan@sistech.co.uk

Table I: Potential domestic saving in three- and four-bedroom homes by switching from heating oil to woodchip

Kerosene consumption Kerosene cost Equivalent woodchip Equivalent woodchip Annual saving by switching
(litres/year) (Elyear) required cost (£/year) to woodchip

(t/year) (£) (%)
3,000 1,050 5 275 775 74

Assumptions: kerosene costs £0.35/litre; 5t of woodchip provides calorific value equivalent to 3,000 litres of kerosene; woodchip costs £55/tonne.
Source: Scottish Institute of Sustainable Technology
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